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The rebuilt jetty will be a unique structure with a wide range of uses that would be hard to 
accommodate in other types of facility, such as a sports centre, park, museum, or art centre. 
 
This paper describes the user groups, the purposes (which may apply to several user 
groups), and how the design of the new jetty will facilitate these purposes. 

Community needs that jetty will meet 
 
There are many community needs that will be met by the rebuild of the jetty. We have 
listed the community needs and how we will design the new jetty to meet those needs, and 
then describe the community groups that have those needs. 

Access to water for boats (kayaking, sailing, rowing, waka ama) 

 
The jetty will provide access to the water at all times of the day. Due to silting of the bay, 
direct access to water is currently limited to one hour either side of high tide. It is possible 
to leave from the beach at high tide, but if you return more than an hour later, you have to 
wade through mud that is the consistency of toothpaste, for up to 200m. 

How the design will meet this need 

 There will be a 10m x 5m floating platform attached to the end of the jetty by a 
ramp, extending the length of the jetty by 20m and providing 24-hour access to 
water. 

 Steps up to the deck of the jetty will be designed for ease of pulling a kayak into and 
out of the water. 

 There will be cleats to tie up boats, both on the floating platform and on one side of 
the deck of the jetty. 

 There will be buffers on the side of the deck and floating platform to prevent the 
side of the boats rubbing against the wood. 

 

Access to water for swimmers and jetty jumpers 
 
As with access for boats, the jetty and floating platform will extend unhindered access to 
the water from the current 2 hours per day to 24 hours per day. 

How the design will meet this need 

 There will be a ladder up from the water to the jetty (away from the boating area) to 
allow swimmers to get back onto it. 

 There will be handles on the floating platform to help swimmers pull themselves up 
from the water. 



 
 There will be a designated “jetty jumping” area (away from the boating area), 

possibly with a “gang plank” protruding out over the water that people can jump 
from. 

 

Walking and running 

 
Along with access to water, this is likely to be one of the most popular uses of the jetty, both 
as part of the tourism function and for Christchurch locals. 

How the design will meet this need 

 We will keep the current width of the jetty (3m outside to outside), which allows 
plenty of space for people travelling at different speeds to pass. 

 There will be seating along the jetty. 

Fishing and mahinga kai 

 
Fishing will become more appealing and successful as the health of the harbour improves. 

How the design will meet this need 

 

 There will be fishing rod holders. 

 The piles of the jetty provide an area where mussels grow. 

 There will be signs saying whether it is safe to eat seafood harvested from the jetty. 

Picnics 

 
Anyone can participate, but in particular: 

 Picnic lunches at the end of the jetty could be a reward for classes or groups of 
children, e.g. if the group meets the classroom behaviour rules at Governors Bay 
School or Cholmondeley Children’s Centre. 

 Walkers, runners, and cyclists on the head-to-head walkway – the jetty is halfway 
along the track and there are limited (if any) picnic facilities elsewhere on the 
walkway (more information on the walkway is given below). 

How the design will meet this need 

 Seating and benches on the platform at the sea-end of the jetty 

 A landscaped "Margaret Mahy" garden and picnic area at the land end of the jetty. 

 Rubbish bins near to picnicking facilities. 

Community events, personal events (eg weddings), family get-togethers, and 
team building 

The jetty will provide a unique space for all sorts of events, for both locals and visitors, 
including team building events (eg raft races) and community events (eg art and 
photography classes, community get-togethers). 



 
 

How the design will meet this need 

 The sea end of the jetty will be a large platform capable of holding up to 100 people. 

 There will be an indoor area (more information on the planned indoor area below). 
This will include storage of a community barbecue (key access). 

 There will be seating and benches. 

 There will be rubbish bins. 

 There will be means of controlling access to the jetty if needed, eg if it is used for 
firework displays or it has been booked for a wedding. 

Yoga, tai chi, mediation, fitness training 

 
Local instructors will be able to hold outdoor, fresh air classes for people who live in the 
Lyttelton harbour area, or it could be an experience offered to passengers on visiting cruise 
ships. 

How the design will meet this need 

 The sea end of the jetty will be large enough to accommodate this activity. 

 The indoor area will provide storage areas for mats and other equipment. 

Dog walking 

Before being closed, the jetty was a very popular place for people from across Christchurch 
to walk their dogs. 

How the design will meet this need 

 There will be “doggy doo” bag dispensers. 

 There will be rubbish bins. 

 There will be signs reminding dog owners to clear up after their dog. 

 There will be a sign at either end notifying dog owners that they must keep their dog 
on a leash except if the dog is in the water. 

Community groups whose needs will be met by the jetty 
 
Cholmondeley Children’s Centre: Provides education and respite care for Canterbury 
children (aged 3 to 12 years) whose families are experiencing genuine stress or crisis. 
The centre is located at the end of the jetty (along a pathway), so it is very accessible. 
Cholmondeley used the jetty for multiple purposes before its closure and strongly support 
its rebuild so that they are able to use it again. 
 
Living Springs Education Centre: Living Springs is a facility in Governors Bay that hosts 
holiday camps, school camps, and corporate events for people from across New Zealand. 
Living Springs CEO Denis Aldridge was a Trustee of Governors Bay Jetty Restoration Trust 
and continues to support the project. 
 



 
Governors Bay School: Governors Bay School is a year 1 to 8 primary school with a rapidly-
growing roll. It is located on Jetty Road and is 2 minutes’ walk from the jetty. The jetty 
features in the school’s logo, which highlights the importance of the jetty to the school. The 
school was established in 1868 and has used the jetty since it was built in 1874. 
 
Waka Ama groups: Waka Ama are outrigger canoes. There are two clubs based at Lyttelton, 
with members from across Christchurch and Canterbury. They compete at national level. 
Te Waka Pounamu practices twice a week and paddle from Lyttelton to Governors Bay jetty. 
Currently, they cannot access the jetty, so they rest by floating close to it. The reopening of 
the jetty would allow them to tie up alongside and get out of their canoe to rest, and 
socialise on the jetty. This would make practice more appealing and perhaps attract more 
members. 
 
Naval Point Yacht Club: Naval Point Yacht Club in Lyttelton is the only seawater access for 
yachts in Christchurch. If you sail towards the head of the harbour, Governors Bay Jetty is 
the only possible mooring point. The club traditionally had a “point to point” annual yacht 
race from Lyttelton to Governors Bay, with boats mooring to the jetty while the 
“competitors” went to Governors Bay Hotel for lunch. 
 
Scouts and cubs: Governors Bay Cubs meets once a week and is for children aged 7 to 10 
years old. Lyttelton Sea Scouts is for children aged 10 to 14 years. They provide rowing and 
sailing activities, as well as camping and tramping. If the jetty was open, they would be able 
to a sail or row from Lyttelton to Governors Bay Jetty, moor their water crafts, and then 
walk to Allandale Domain by the foreshore track. 
 
Youth group: Governors Bay Youth Group meets once a week and gives teenagers in the Bay 
something to do (away from computers and other devices) and instils a sense of belonging. 
They would be able to use the jetty for many purposes, including swimming, jumping, races, 
and just “hanging out”. 
 
Jetty jumpers: Jetty jumping is a New Zealand tradition. Many people would use the jetty 
for jetty jumping, including a local Governors Bay group that traditional gathers on the jetty 
on Christmas Eve for jetty jumping. 
 
Yoga, tai chi, meditation, and fitness groups: There are several instructors in Governors Bay 
who provide regular classes. Governors Bay is close to Lyttelton and is on the way to 
Christchurch from Diamond Harbour. A large platform at the end of the jetty would provide 
an area for summer-time, early morning ‘fresh air’ yoga, tai chi, meditation, and fitness 
classes. It would be free to use, making it attractive to instructors (who have to pay to use 
indoor community facilities).  
The classes would be unique due to the setting, especially during sunrise. It would attract 
people from across the Lyttelton harbour. The nearby community centre would be a wet 
weather alternative allowing continuity of the classes. 
. 
Governors Bay Heritage Trust: The Trust was behind the publication of Heads of the 
Harbour, an illustrated book by historian Jane Robertson that records the history of the 
area. The jetty features strongly in this book. Governors Bay, the “Head of the Harbour” was 



 
first populated by Maori in the 15th century. It was originally the first preferred site for the 
settlement of Christchurch, but the decision was made to build “over the hill”. Lyttelton 
harbour, of which there is an amazing view from the jetty, was the arrival place for the “First 
Four” ships. The jetty provides a place to educate people about the history of the area. 
 
Dog owners: At 300m long, the jetty presents a unique dog walking facility for the whole of 
Christchurch. As well as walking along the jetty close to the water, dogs are able to jump off 
and swim to the nearest steps to get back onto the jetty. 
 
Birdwatching groups: The mudflats that are exposed at mid to low tide attract a diverse 
range of bird life. The jetty provides the perfect platform to observe and photograph these 
birds. 
 
Governors Bay Fire Brigade: The fire brigade hosts an annual skills day involving fire 
brigades from across Canterbury. The day presents the teams with several scenarios, 
including water rescue. At the moment, they can only do the water rescue at high tide (due 
to inaccessibility from land). A new jetty would extend their ability to carry out water rescue 
training to almost any time of day. 
 

Outcomes of the project 

Culture and heritage 

Our project contributes to culture and heritage by providing access to the sea, including for 
mahinga kai activities.  
 
The information stations (see tourism below) will teach many thousands of people about 
the local culture and heritage of the jetty. 
 
Rapaki is our local Runanga and they are part of our journey to save the jetty. Not only have 
they donated money to the jetty rebuild, but they have negotiated with Lyttelton Port 
Company for the Port to dredge a channel to Governors Bay Jetty so that larger boats, 
including the tourist charter boat, Black Cat, can access the jetty. 
 
Rapaki Runanga is a partner in Whaka-Ora, the Healthy Harbour plan aimed at restoring the 
ecological and cultural health of the harbour. This is a project of regional significance and 
Governors Bay is at the head of the harbour. 
 
One of the key focus areas of the plan is to protect mahinga kai. A healthy harbour means 
“… people do not have to think twice about eating kai that they have caught from the 
harbour or sourced from the land. It means that we can see fish as they swim past the 
jetties …”. 
The Future States section of the plan sees a future where “The Head to Head Walkway 
connects the harbour communities which combined with jetties, provides improved 
resident and visitor experience of beaches, bays, and headlands for mahinga kai activities 
such as fishing, shellfish collecting, and other marine recreation pursuits, all whilst ensuring 
birds and other species are protected.” 



 
 
Governors Bay Jetty is by far the longest jetty in the Lyttelton Harbour (and probably the 
longest in the South Island). Halfway along the Head-to-Head walkway, it is a key element in 
the vision for protecting mahinga kai activities. 

Recreation 

Walking and tramping: 

The jetty is at the centre of the Head-to-Head Walkway, which is still in development and 
will be one of New Zealand's great walks. Once complete, the walkway will connect Godley 
Head near Lyttelton with Adderley Head near Diamond Harbour. The walkway has been 
designed to incorporate many interesting features along the way, and Governors Bay Jetty is 
at the halfway point. 
 
The jetty is the perfect place to stop for a break (there are few, if any, other picnicking 
options along the route), or as a starting or ending place for people wanting to do half the 
walk. 
 
Already, the jetty to Allandale Domain foreshore walkway section is a popular walk that 
many people from Christchurch and visitors from beyond Christchurch use every day. 
Features along the way are amazing rock formations and the sculptures in the garden of Sir 
Miles Warren at Ohinetahi. 

Boating: 

As mentioned under community needs, access to the water in the area is very limited due to 
silting of the harbour. 
 
Without the jetty, access is limited to about 2 hours during the day. This is a significant 
barrier to participating in any water-based recreational activity, including swimming and 
boating. When the jetty is rebuilt with a floating platform and ramp to extend it, access will 
be extended to 24 hours a day. 

Visitor services and tourism 

The jetty will become a tourist attraction (working name Kahupapa Te Tangaroa). This 
includes visitors from cruise ships berthing in Lyttelton (a new cruise ship terminal is 
opening in 2019) and other visitors to the South Island. 
 
Christchurch is a landing and exiting point for many international tourists. It will become 
one of the top 10 “things to do” in Christchurch, a unique experience due to its location and 
structure (close to the water). 
 
As part of their Healthy Harbour agreement with Lyttelton Port Company, Rapaki Runanga 
got an agreement from the Port that the Port will dredge a channel to Governors Bay Jetty.  
 
This will open up the jetty to many more purposes and the intention is for the Black Cat 
tourist boat (located in Lyttelton) to have a regular run to Governors Bay. 
 



 
The features provided for tourism will be an educational tool for locals and children at 
Cholmondeley, Living Springs, and Governors Bay School. 
 
There will be “information stations” along the jetty providing written and interactive 
information, with activities to engage children. Our vision for this is as follows: 
 
History will start at the beginning (land end of the jetty) and end with the future (sea end of 
the jetty) with information stations on: 

1. Volcanic formation of Banks Peninsula. Information station could include a block of 
volcanic rock so you can feel how rough it is. 

2. Evolution of the local flora and fauna. Information station could include a magnifying 
glass panel on the deck so you can see what’s under the jetty. 

3. Arrival of Maori people in the 15th century and information about Rapaki Runaga. 
Information station could include a permanent waka to sit in, either floating and 
attached via a ramp, or attached on the jetty. 

4. Arrival of the First Four ships in Lyttelton and how the head of the harbour was 
originally the preferred location for the settlement of Christchurch. Information 
station could include a (vandal-proof) set of binoculars to look at Lyttelton and all 
around the bay. 

5. Deforestation and agricultural activities of the local area which led to the first 
accumulation of silt in the bay. Information station could include a core sample that 
we took during our ground investigation showing the layers under the ground. 

6. History and uses of the jetty, starting with a short jetty servicing steam ships in the 
late 1800s, to its extension in 1915 and again in 1927. 

7. Construction of the road over Dyers Pass and its impact on the region. 
8. Christchurch earthquakes in 2011 and closure of the jetty. Information station could 

include earthquake photos from the local area, including the house in Rapaki which 
the bolder rolled through. 

9. The journey to save the jetty, including funders (eg Christchurch City Council, Rata 
Foundation). 

10. The future – A healthy harbour, including the involvement of Rapaki Runanga and 
the vision for mahinga kai. This will also answer the question – is it safe for me to eat 
fish caught from the jetty? 

 
As well as information stations, if funds permit, we will provide an indoor area of around 5m 
x 10m. This could be constructed from reclaimed jetty timber, or salvaged heritage material 
such as the Lyttelton Rowing Club building that is currently looking for a home. 
 
This would either be on an enlarged platform at the sea end of the jetty, or on piles at the 
land end that previously supported a large boat shed, or it could be constructed halfway 
along the jetty to one side on new piles or a floating platform. 
 
This multipurpose shed would suitable for many purposes, such as an information and 
education centre, community events, a place for artists to display and sell their artworks or 
for local musicians to jam, and a place for weddings. On the wall outside or inside 
(depending on the size of the structure), people could store dinghies as they once did many 
years ago. 



 
 
Famous author, Margaret Mahy, was a long-term resident of Governors Bay. The jetty 
features in her children's book "A Summery Saturday Morning". We will landscape an area 
at the land end of the jetty and make a Margaret Mahy garden, including sculptures and 
design ideas from the children of Governors Bay school. 

Economic development 

The jetty will attract people from all over Christchurch, New Zealand, and overseas visitors 
to the area. The jetty will be open to everyone to use for free, but it will also generate jobs 
and income in the area. 
 
Ideas to generate income include: 

 Weddings - The jetty has been used as a wedding venue for decades. The Trust will 
organise weddings for people on the jetty, including decorating the jetty, a yacht 
charter from the jetty if they wish, and reception at Governors Bay Hotel. The 
package will include the couple's name on a plaque on a plank. 

 Ashes - the jetty has been used by many people to scatter the ashes of loved ones. 
This is not culturally acceptable in terms of mahinga kai, so we will offer memorial 
packages to pick people up from the end of the jetty in a yacht that takes them out 
of the mouth of the harbour (at a position acceptable to Rapaki Runanga) for an 
ashes-scattering ceremony. It will include the name of their loved one on their loved 
one on a plaque on a plank of the jetty. 

 
These and other ideas will generate jobs and income in Governors Bay. 


